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THE SECURITY ASSISTANCE ACT, 2007

ARRANGEMENT Passed the House of Representatives on Passed the Senate on the , 2007.

Sections the , 2007.

1. Shorttitle.

2. Interpretation .

3. Acceptance of the Treaty Speaker. President.

4. Treaty to have the force of law

5. Implementation of amendments to the Treaty

Clerk to the House of Representatives. Clerk to the Senate.
EXPLANATORY NOTE

This Bill, which originates under the Treaty on Gety Assistance among CARICOM Member
States, would create the Security Assistance Adtlwkvould make provision for a security
assistance mechanism to respond to security enmegematural and man-made disasters and to
preserve the territorial integrity of member states

Schedules The Act seeks to bring the terms of the Treaty ddamestic law.

SCHEDULE 1 Article 3 of the Treaty sets out the objectivedvidmbers States and Articles 5, 6, and 7 set out

SCHEDULE 2 how the Security Assistance Mechanism is to be émginted. Article 8 outlines the proposed
budget for the mechanism.

APPENDIX The Protocol to the Treaty sets up COPACS which tismporary staffing body which is to assist

Explanatory Memorandum in the organisation of the security mechanism.
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

THE SECURITY ASSISTANCE ACT, 2007
No. of 2007

AN ACT to provide for the implementation of the Treaty &ecurity Assistance among
CARICOM Member States and for incidental and cotggpurposes.

ENACTED by the Parliament of Antigua and Barbuda as foltows

1. Short title
This Act may be cited as the Security Assistancg 2007.

2. Interpretation
In this Act—
“Contracting Parties” means the Contracting Pattidse Treaty;
“Minister” means the Minister responsible for Defenc
“Treaty” means the Treaty oBecurity Assistance among CARICOM Member Statesezig
in Basseterre, St. Kitts and Nevis on the 6th dajuty, 2006 as set out in Schedule 1.
3. Acceptance of the Treaty
The Government of Antigua and Barbuda hereby eimévsadopts and adheres to the Treaty.

4. Treaty to have the force of Law

The Treaty shall have the force of law in Antigu 8arbuda from such date as the Minister has
M by notice published in th@azetteappointed for the coming into force of the Treaty.

for the Regional Security System on the /4—tt\ day of :)—@ LVWW‘""J at 0? 5. Implementation of amendments to the Treaty

(1) Where an amendment or protocol to the Treaac@epted by the Contracting Parties, the
Minister may by Order amend the Schedule for thpgse of including the amendments.
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(2) Where the Schedule is amended in accordantetiét section, any reference in this Act
or in any other enactment or in any instrument hgueffect under any such enactment shall,
unless the context otherwise requires, be constaged reference to the Agreement as so
amended.

SCHEDULE 1

Treaty on Security Assistance Among CARICOM MembelStates

No.

of 2007
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(e) as directed by the Conference, act as the focahtpfur relations with
governments of third States and representativesoafipetent international

organisations on issues relating to its establistime

() prepare a draft budget for its activities in redatito the incident or event for

which it was convened,;

(g) perform any other function mandated by the €mrice within the scope of its

establishment pursuant to paragraph 2 of Article 2.

2. COPACS shall establish a Regional Operatiorardinating Centre as required to be the
Operational Headquarters under the command of &dggoRal Operations Commander, in order to

execute the Plan specified in subsection (c) odigraph 1 and related matters.
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1. The Regional Operations Commander shall beiamgabby the Conference of Heads of
Government of the Caribbean Community on the recendation of the Council of Ministers of

National Security and Law Enforcement for suchqeas COPACS is convened.

2. The Regional Operations Commander shall be resiple for managing COPACS and
shall have the overall command of the forces ofSbeurity Assistance Mechanism during such
period as COPACS is convened.

Article 4
Functions of COPACS

1. COPACS shall have the following function during lsgeriod as it is convened:

(&) mobilising, coordinating and deploying the resoaroéthe Security Assistance
Mechanism during the period and in respect of tlegent or event for which it
is convened,;

(b) seek to ascertain the quantum and availabilitthefresources in the territories
of the Contracting States which may be identified @ise by the Security

Assistance Mechanism;

(c) prepare and implement a Resource Mobilisation Fdarthe approval of the

Conference;

(d) prepare and implement a Plan in relation to aluggcrelated aspects of the

event or incident for which it was convened;
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“Conferencé€ means the Conference of Heads of Government ef Garibbean Community
established by Article of the Revised Treaty of @leramas Establishing the Caribbean
Community Including the CARICOM Single Market anddgomy;

“Contracting State’ shall have the meaning ascribed to it in the Tyea

“COPACS’ means the CARICOM Operations, Planning and Cowilng Staff established by
Article 2;

“Regional Operations Commandet means the Regional Operations Commander appointed
accordance with Article 3;

“Security Assistance Mechanisthshall have the meaning ascribed to it in the Tyea

“Treaty” means the Treaty on Security Assistance Among [CARM Member States concluded
among Member States of the Caribbean Community &uly62006 at St Kitts and Nevis.

Avrticle 2
Establishment of COPACS

1. Notwithstanding Articles 5 and 6 of the Tredtye Contracting States hereby establish
the CARICOM Operations, Planning and CoordinatingffS which shall have the functions

specified in Article 3.

2. COPACS shall be temporary in nature and shattdrerened by the Conference as and

when required and for such period as determinetthéyonference.

3. The Conference may assign any function or respiity under the Treaty to the

Regional Operations Commander during the periodG@i@PACS is convened.

Avrticle 3

Regional Operations Commander
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SCHEDULE 2
Protocol to the
Treaty on Security Assistance Among CARICOM MembeilStates
Relating to the establishment of the CARICOM operaibns,

planning and coordinating staff (COPACS)

Contracting Parties to the Treaty on Security Aasice Among CARICOM Member
States,

Recalling Article 2 of the Treaty which established the SaguAssistance Mechanism and
Article 3 which set out the objectives of the Megisan including the “expeditious, efficient
mobilisation and deployment of regional resource®iider to manage and defuse national and
regional crises and to combat serious crimes”;

Recalling further Articles 5 and 6; and

Recognizingthat the Community may have the need on occasiomobilize forces under a single
command in relation to the management of a singlelént or event;

Agree as follows:

Article 1

Interpretation

In this Protocol, unless the context otherwise et
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